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MESSAGE FROM
THE SUPERVISOR
As required by the United States
Constitution, the U.S. Census
has been conducted every ten
years since 1790. All persons in
the U.S. age 18 years and older
are legally obligated to answer
Census questions.
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VOTE-BY-MAIL

Supervisor of Elections Leslie Swan
attended the Florida Supervisor of
Elections Mid-Winter Conference
December 5- 8.
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The Indian River County
Supervisor of Elections office
sent out approximately 12,000
vote-by-mail ballots during the
2021 City Elections.
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ELECTION
MOMENTS
Elections Specialist Katherine
Bauman and Vote By Mail
Coordinator Daisy Zamora
participated in the 14th
Annual Thanksgiving Day
Trot Against Poverty. The
goal of this community-based
event is to raise funds and
awareness for the nonprofit
United Against Poverty.

MESSAGE FROM YOUR
SUPERVISOR
BY LESLIE SWAN

The information derived from the decennial U.S. Census is used for
reapportionment, redistricting and reprecincting.
The results of the 2020 Census determine the number of seats for each
state in the House of Representatives. This process is called
reapportionment. Reapportionment takes place on the national level
where the 435 congressional seats are divided among the 50 states based
on information gained from the Census. The Census Bureau announced
the apportionment figures on April 26, 2021. The state of Florida gained
one Congressional seat.
State and local officials use Census counts to redraw boundaries for
congressional districts and state legislative districts. This process is called
redistricting. The Florida Legislature redraws district lines for Florida’s 27
congressional seats, 40 Florida Senate seats, and 120 Florida House seats.
Indian River County’s Board of County Commission and School District
use Census counts to redraw the five County Commission and School
Board districts. Once redistricting is complete for the Florida Legislature
and also locally in Indian River County, the Supervisor of Elections gets to
work redrawing precinct lines at the local level. This process is called
reprecincting. Once the reprecincting process is complete, all Indian River
County voters will receive a new voter information card indicating
updated district and precinct information.
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FSE MID-WINTER CONFERENCE
BY SHANE BIAS

Florida Supervisors of Elections and Division of Elections staff gathered
recently at the FSE Winter Conference to exchange election information
and learn how to better serve voters and enhance the voting experience.
FSE meets twice a year, at the an Annual Summer Conference and again
for the Mid-Winter Conference.
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THANK YOU PACKAGES
FOR OUR TROOPS
Since 2006, tens of thousands of giftboxes have been sent to deployed
service men and women through the
Military Moms’ Holidays for Heroes
program.
This
community-wide
outreach effort enables packages to be
shipped to U.S. troops, giving them a
taste of home for the holidays.
The Supervisor of Elections office
packed two large flat rate boxes full of
socks, lotions, and snacks to ship to
our troops for the holidays.

GEOELECTIONS USER CONFERENCE
IT Manager David Cruz and Director of Communications Shane Bias
attended the GeoElections Conference in Tampa December 8-10 hosted
by International Computer Works Inc. (ICW). The three-day conference
consisted of workshops and presentations to enhance staff's skills with
GeoElections and demonstrations that helped assist in the mapping
process for redistricting.
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VOTE-BY-MAIL UPDATE
BY SHANE BIAS

The Indian River County Supervisor of Elections office sent out
approximately 12,000 vote-by-mail ballots during the 2021 Municipal
Elections.
A total of 4,526 mail ballots were returned to our office for a return rate
of roughly 38%.
Since the Municipal Elections, our vote-by-mail staff sent out
approximately, 500 signature update letters as a proactive approach to
ensure voters signatures are updated for the 2022 Primary Election.
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SECURE DROP BOXES
Secure drop boxes for vote-by-mail
ballots will be available and monitored
by election personnel at the Elections
Office and at early voting sites during
early voting hours for upcoming
elections.
The location of vote-by-mail drop
boxes will be published on our website
at least 30 days prior to each election.
For questions, please contact the
Elections Office at 772-226-4700 or
visit VoteIndianRiver.gov.
A voter requesting a vote-by-mail
ballot in writing, in person or by
phone must provide:

Vote-by-mail ballots are only mailed at the request of the voter. One
request for a vote-by-mail ballot will cover all elections through the end
of the calendar year of the next regularly scheduled general election. All
requests currently on file will be good through 2022.

• Voter’s Name
• Voter’s Address
• Voter’s Date of Birth
• Voter’s Florida Driver License or
Florida ID card number, or the last
four digits of their Social Security
number
• Voter’s signature (written requests
only)
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IMPROVING THE ACCURACY OF OUR VOTER ROLLS

ABOUT ERIC

BY SHANE BIAS

The Indian River County Supervisor of Elections office has been busy this
year processing ERIC cross-state matches, conducting the November
Municipal Elections and maintaining voter records.
ERIC is the Electronic Registration Information Center, which sends our
office a list of voters who have moved and may be registered out of state.
The address changes come from the Department of Motor Vehicles or a
voter registration office or agency. Voters with an active status will be
matched to our records based on full name, date of birth, and Social
Security number. The Elections Office will follow up with the voter by
sending an address confirmation or a final notice depending on where the
ERIC file came from (DMV or Voter Registration office from out of state).
The voter then has 30 days to respond. The voter may respond by stating
their legal residence has not changed, their residence has changed and
request removal from our rolls, or they have moved within Florida and need
to provide a new address. If the notice is returned as undeliverable, the
voter record will be made inactive.

CANDIDATE & INITIATIVE PETITIONS
Elections employees have been verifying candidate and initiative
petitions. Since November, our office has received 5,505 petitions. We
have verified 325 candidate petitions and 4,391 initiative petitions.

The
Electronic
Registration
Information Center (ERIC) is a
non-profit organization with the
sole mission of assisting states to
improve
the
accuracy
of
America’s voter rolls and increase
access to voter registration for all
eligible citizens.
As of October 2021, Alabama,
Alaska,
Arizona,
Colorado,
Connecticut, Delaware, Florida,
Georgia, Illinois, Iowa, Kentucky,
Louisiana,
Maine,
Maryland,
Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri,
Nevada, New Mexico, Ohio,
Oregon, Pennsylvania, Rhode
Island, South Carolina, Texas,
Utah,
Vermont,
Virginia,
Washington,
West
Virginia,
Wisconsin and the District of
Columbia are members of ERIC.

Do you have any elections related
questions or topics you would
like to see featured? Send your
question or topic to Director of
Communications Shane Bias at
sbias@voteindianriver.gov.
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HAPPY ANNIVERSARY
KATIE OTTO
Elections Administration Coordinator Katie
Otto celebrated her two-year anniversary
with the Elections Office on December 2, 2021.

